Mississippi’s
Initiative Process

The Mississippi initiative
law affords voters an avenue
for addressing important
constitutional issues which
the State Legislature does not.
This year, the three initiatives

appearing on the November 8
ballot address basic constitutional
issues: the integrity of our vote,
the definition of when life begins,
and government’s right to seize private property for
non-public use.

After registering the initiative with the Secretary
of State’s Office, the official ballot title and summary
are prepared by the Mississippi Attorney General.
Initiatives are only valid for one year, during which
time a petition must be circulated to gather signatures
to place the measure on the next statewide General
Election ballot. According to State law, for an initiative
measure to be placed on this year’s ballot, a minimum
of 89,285 certified signatures must be gathered with at
least 17,857 certified signatures from each of the five
congressional districts as they existed in the year 2000.
Signatures must be certified by county Circuit Clerks. A
completed petition is filed with the Secretary of State’s
Office, along with a $500 filing fee.

Not only must an initiative receive a majority of the
total votes cast for that particular initiative, it must also
receive more than 40% of the total votes cast in that
election.

Our Agency is currently in the “voter information”
stage of the initiative process. According to State law,
we are required to publish this pamphlet in addition
to holding public hearings across the State in each of
the five congressional districts. | encourage you to
take advantage of these educational brochures and
to attend the hearings prior the election. Be informed
when you head to the polls to vote and decide these
issues.

As always, if we may be of any assistance, we
encourage you to contact our Elections Hotline at
1(800) 829-6786. More information is available on our
website at: www.sos.ms.gov/elections/initiatives.

Dullust

Delbert Hosemann
Secretary of State

Initiative #26

“Be it Enacted by the People of the State of
Mississippi:

SECTION 1. Article Ill of the constitution of
the state of Mississippi is hearby amended BY THE
ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION TO READ:

SECTION 33. Person defined. As used in this
Article Ill of the state constitution, “The term ‘person’
or ‘persons’ shall include every human being from
the moment of fertilization, cloning or the functional
equivalent thereof”

Fiscal Analysis
Prepared by the
Mississippi Legislative Budget Office

There is no determinable cost or revenue impact
associated with this initiative.

DELBERT HOSEMANN
Secretary of State

The Secretary of State’s Office is hosting a series of Public
Hearings to give Mississippians the opportunity to express
their opinions about each of the Initiative measures to be

decided in the November 8, 2011 General Election. The

public is invited to attend any or all forums.
For public forum guidelines, please visit:
www.sos.ms.gov/elections/initiatives

All forums will begin at 5:30 p.m.

Southaven - July 7

Desoto Civic Center

Starkville - July 12

Bost Conference Center Theatre

Pearl - July 20
Hinds Community College - Clyde Muse Center

Gulfport - July 21
MGCCC Jeff Davis Campus Fine Arts Auditorium

Hattiesburg - July 26

Lake Terrace Convention Center

Meridian - July 28
MSU Riley Center

Tupelo - August 9
The Link Centre

Natchez - August 25

Co-Lin Community College Auditorium

Cleveland - September 6
Delta State - Bologna Performing Arts Center

This pamphlet is published by the Mississippi Secretary
of State’s Office as required by, and in accordance with,
state law - Miss. Code § 23-17-45.

Initiative #26

Definition
of ‘Person’

Should the term “person” be defined to
include every human being from the
moment of fertilization, cloning or the
equivalent thereof?
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Delbert Hosemann
Secretary of State

401 Mississippi Street
P.O.Box 136
Jackson, MS 39205
Elections Hotline: 1(800) 829-6786
www.sos.ms.gov/elections/initiatives



